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lation has not shown ground to hope for the adoption of such a rule gen- 
erally. 

As a matter of fact, with the recent increase in governmental expenses, 
the search for taxable property has become even more strenuous than 
before, and any government hesitates to relinquish its right to levy on 
property of any kind that can in fact be reached. 

The most notable example of this kind of self-denying law in recent 
times is perhaps the New York Transfer Tax Law of 1911, by which the 
taxation on death of any property of non-residents excepting tangible 
property was abandoned. It may be noted that the author refers only 
to the earlier law of New York, and does not seem to be aware of the 
reform. 

The case against double taxation seems in equity to be much stronger 
so far as it refers to succession taxes than for example to income taxes. 
But it is true that in many cases of so-called double taxation the element 
of oppression is hardly present, and this also the author incidentally 
notes. 

He enumerates the diverse circumstances under which the objection- 
able condition may arise, and touches on the various systems of legisla- 
tion that affect it, but is neither very exhaustive in his treatment nor 
very satisfying in his tentative solution, and certainly suggests that the 
subject might repay a somewhat more extended examination, perhaps 
from a broader point of view than is afforded by private international 
law alone. 

James Barclay. 

Die Besetzung von Veracruz (Zur Lehre von den volkerrechtlichen Selbsthil- 
feakteri). By Dr. jur. Walther Schoenborn. Stuttgart: W. Kohl- 
hammer. 1914. pp. 60. 

On April 21, 1914, Admiral Fletcher, by command of the President 
of the United States, landed a force of marines at Vera Cruz, Mexico, 
and seized the Mexican customs office at that port. In the skirmish 
that took place with the Mexican troops, four Americans were killed 
and about twenty were wounded and the casualties on the Mexican side 
are estimated at one hundred. The next day, General Huerta, the de 
facto President of Mexico, handed the American Charge d'affaires his 
passports. Dr. Schoenborn, in this interesting brochure, considers two 
questions: (1) To which category of the modes of redress known to inter- 
national law does the forcible action of the United States belong? (2) 
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Does international law authorize the forcible action taken by the United 
States in this case? 

The action of the United States, in the opinion of Dr. Schoenborn, 
was not war. This action was directed against Huerta, not against the 
Mexican state. War is only possible between states, and the United 
States had refused to acknowledge Huerta as a representative of the 
Mexican state. Dr. Schoenborn admits that the military occupation 
by one state of the territory of another state without its consent is a 
grave violation of international law, and that in the present instance the 
rights of the state of Mexico were undoubtedly affected regardless of the 
controversy between the United States and Huerta. Still such acts 
of violence do not necessarily mean war. What determines their charac- 
ter as acts of war or means of redress short of war is the intention, the 
attitude of the nations involved. It is a case of war if either one puts 
that interpretation upon the acts of violence in question. In the present 
case, Dr. Schoenborn finds that neither nation took that position. As 
to the United States, the resolution of Congress of April 22, 1914, is 
conclusive, in which the employment of armed force by the President 
was sustained, but it was declared "that the United States disclaims 
any purpose to make war upon Mexico." 

The author then examines generally the various modes of redress 
short of war recognized by international law (retorsion, reprisals, peace- 
ful blockade, intervention) with a view to finding in the military occu- 
pation of Vera Cruz a form of redress short of war; but he fails to classify 
it further than to say that it was an act of self-help taking the form of 
military force. 

Dr. Schoenborn finds that the action of the United States must be 
justified, if at all, not by the strict precepts of international law, but 
upon political grounds. He reviews the so-called "Wilson Doctrine." 
In its final analysis the conduct of the United States toward Mexico is a 
question of " Machtpolitik," which must be justified by its own fruits 
alone. George C. Butte. 

A History of Diplomacy in the International Development of Europe. 
Vol. III. The Diplomacy of the Age of Absolutism. By Dr. David 
Jayne Hill. New York : Longmans, Green & Co. 1914. pp. xxvi, 
706. $6.00 net. 

This volume is called "The Diplomacy of the Age of Absolutism." It 
opens with European diplomatic history in 1648, beginning with France 



